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MEMBERSHIP 


More  than  a year  ago  the  Committee  of  Overseers 
of  the  Orange  Grove  Meeting  of  Friends  (Pasadena) 
considered  at  length  the  topics  which  were 
discussed  with  applicants  for  membership  in  the 
Meeting.  The  following  article  is  an  amplification 
of  the  outline  of  items  then  made.  It  should  be 
useful  to  any  group  or  fellowship  faced  with  the 
problems  of  membership,  as  well  as  to  those  Meet- 
ings who  are  examining  their  own  good  order  and 
common  practice. 

1.  Motive  for  applying.  This  heading  could 
well  include  the  whole  interview,  but  it  is  an  intro- 
ductory topic  for  recognizing  the  immediate  cause 
for  application  at  a particular  time  and  place. 

2.  Meaning  of  membership . What  is  the  desired 
relation  of  members  in  the  meeting?  Here  is  called 
to  our  attention  the  need  for  helping  the  Meeting 
for  Worship  by  attending  regularly,  by  arriving 
promptly,  by  trying  to  contribute  to  the  quality  of 
the  silence  as  well  as  being  sensitive  toward  par- 
ticipating in  the  spoken  ministry.  On  what  com- 
mittees of  the  meeting  is  the  applicant  interested 
to  work  ? What  is  the  attitude  toward  financial 
support  of  the  Meeting’s  concerns?  Is  he  willing 
to  be  "eldered”?  to  wait  for  a further  period  on 
the  advice  of  the  Overseers?  At  what  point  or 
points  should  a person  resign  from  membership  if 
his  interest  and  feeling  of  unity  wanes  or  dis- 
appears ? There  is  also  the  topic  of  former  church 
relationships. 

3.  Theology.  This  is  the  most  exploratory  area 
of  the  discussions,  but  there  are  certainly  definite 
topics  which  all  members  should  be  continually 
searching.  These  topics  would  include  the  nature 
of  God,  the  place  of  evil,  Jesus,  the  Bible,  im- 
mortality. What  happens  in  a Meeting  for  wor- 
ship? What  is  the  relation  between  Friends’  prac- 
tice and  the  use  of  sacraments?  In  discussing 
theology  it  would  be  helpful  to  discuss  the  differ- 
ences and  the  likenesses  between  Friends  and  other 
religious  groups,  especially  those  with  which  the 
applicant  has  had  experience.  For  example,  these 
might  include  the  Catholic,  Jewish,  the  Protestant 
viewpoint,  Christian  Science,  Oxford  Group,  or 
Gerald  Fleard. 

4.  Relationship  to  other  Friends.  It  is  important 
to  recognize  that  one  is  becoming  a member  of  the 
whole  Society.  This  makes  important  a familiarity 
with  the  history  of  Friends;  our  patterns  of  organi- 
zation into  monthly,  quarterly  and  yearly  meetings: 
our  relationship  with  other  Friends  in  all  parts  of 
the  world  as  well  as  with  those  on  the  west  coast. 


Then  there  is  the  constellation  of  Friends’  insti- 
tutions: the  A.F.S.C.  and  the  Friends  Committee 
on  National  Legislation : the  many  colleges,  board- 
ing and  elementary  day  schools:  the  centers  for 
providing  Friends  literature,  the  Pendle  Hill  pam- 
phlets, the  several  periodicals.  It  is  very  important 
to  consider  the  use  of  the  Discipline  with  its  queries 
and  advices. 

5.  Friends  Testimonies.  All  members  should  be 
familiar  with  the  meaning  and  the  historical  de- 
velopment of  the  testimonies  concerning  peace, 
simplicity,  equality  and  community  for  these  are 
basic  to  the  development  of  character,  for  the 
quality  of  our  business  relationships  and  of  under- 
standing family  life.  Although  there  is  no  great 
value  in  saying  which  of  these  topics  is  most  im- 
portant to  all  applicants,  it  is  sure  that  this  under- 
standing of  Friends’  testimonies  should  receive  full 
consideration  in  advance  of  membership. 

6.  Friends  Practices.  Our  form  of  worship  and 
our  attitude  toward  the  employed  ministry  are 
closely  related  to  the  way  we  carry  on  our  meetings 
for  business.  Equally  vital  are  those  meetings  for 
worship  held  on  the  occasions  of  marriage  and 
death  with  the  attending  circumstances  to  which 
"care  of  the  meeting’’  gives  oversight.  Our  hesitancy 
about  birth-right  memberships  should  be  as  clear 
to  the  applicant  as  our  eagerness  to  celebrate  the 
birth  in  the  meeting.  These  practices  are  important 
for  they  are  what  we  say  as  a group  about  the  things 
we  believe. 

7.  Confessional.  Although  the  whole  interview 
in  which  these  topics  are  considered  should  have 
the  seriousness  and  confidence  associated  with  a 
confession  of  faith,  there  should  also  be  planned 
definitely  a time  when  the  atmosphere  is  conducive 
to  bringing  up  past  or  present  actions  which  make 
particular  demands  upon  the  meeting  or  fellowship 
which  the  applicant  is  joining. 

8.  Education.  For  Orange  Grove  Friends  Meet- 
ing it  is  essential  to  know  how  the  applicant  feels 
about  the  children  in  the  Meeting:  not  only  his 
interest  and  understanding  of  their  academic  needs, 
but  an  interest  and  understanding  as  a member  of 
a family  which  requires  of  all  members  of  all  ages 
a constant,  life-long  learning  process. 

For  some  this  is  a formidable  array  of  topics 
to  be  considered  on  the  occasion  of  a new  person’s 
applying  for  membership  in  the  Meeting.  What 
are  the  right  answers  to  the  questions  here  raised? 

(Continued  on  page  y) 
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Th  s$  tssue  . . . 

PEACE  TESTIMONY 

Two  concerned  Friends,  Bob  Vogel  and  David  Wal- 
den, who  are  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Southern 
California  Branch  of  the  A.F.S.C.  have  sent  to  all  meet- 
ings in  the  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  the  following  suggested 
"advice”  for  implementing  our  ancient  testimony  against 
all  wars  in  terms  of  current  issues. 

"Friends  are  exhorted  to  adhere  faithfully  to  our 
ancient  testimony  against  all  wars  and  fightings, 
and  in  no  way  unite  with  any  warlike  measure, 
either  offensive  or  defensive,  to  the  end  that  we 
may  convincingly  demonstrate  a more  excellent 
way  of  settling  conflicts — the  way  of  Christian 
love,  goodwill  and  service  to  all  men. 

"A  living  concern  having  been  expressed  that 
Friends  practices  be  consistent  with  their  profes- 
sions, Friends  are  urged  (1)  not  to  register  for 
any  conscription  measure  nor  accept  any  alternative 
service  for  conscientious  objectors  under  a compul- 
sory conscription  law;  (2)  to  avoid  engaging  in 
any  trade  or  business  profession  promotive  of  war 
or  profiting  from  war  activity;  (3)  to  avoid  the 
purchase  of  government  war  bonds  or  stock  cer- 
tificates in  war  industries;  (4)  to  refuse  to  pay 
taxes  for  war  purposes,  paying  only  that  percentage 
of  the  tax  which  supports  the  civil  aspects  of 
government;  (5)  to  educate  and  counsel  their  chil- 
dren against  the  use  of  military  toys  and  books  and 
the  attendance  or  participation  in  military  drills, 
organizations,  parades,  or  demonstrations. 

"Friends  are  urged  to  live  in  that  life  and  power 
that  takes  away  the  occasion  for  v/ar,  to  give  deep 
attention  to  the  causes  of  war  and  conflict,  and  to 
support  those  efforts  of  mediation  and  reconciliation 
which  are  consistent  with  our  principles  gained 
through  Divine  guidance." 

5/ J9/ 48 


WORLDOVER  PRESS  WARNS 

"Watch  for  a possible  move  to  secure  Congressional 
approval  of  a plan  to  build  a huge  American  naval  base, 
with  a 20-year  permit  from  the  Japanese  government, 
on  the  island  of  Yokosuka  off  the  Bay  of  Tokyo.  The 
island  was  formerly  the  main  base  for  the  Japanese 
fleet,  and  contained  an  airport,  arsenals,  and  shipbuilding 
facilities.  With  Okinawa  as  the  major  air  base,  this 
combination  is  being  planned  as  the  center  of  a wide 
defense  area.”  Worldover  Press 


MAINLY  ABOUT  PEOPLE 

Ruth  and  Deforest  Stratton  (Box  232,  Silver  Lake, 
Oregon)  write  that  they  have  received  several  inquiries 
concerning  their  acreage.  Meanwhile  Chuck  and  Betsy 
Worley  with  their  seven  months  old  boy  and  Chuck’s 
brother,  Paul,  have  joined  the  Strattons.  * * Jan 

McLaughlin  (1435  Alvarado  Terrace,  Los  Angeles  6) 
is  interested  in  spending  some  weeks  this  summer  in 
visiting  California  communities.  She  will  contribute  not 
only  a share  of  expenses  but  her  camping  equipment  to 
the  person  with  a car  and  interest  in  such  a trip.  * * * 
Dorothea  Loper  (Mosier,  Oregon)  writes  of  her  eager- 
ness to  be  visited  by  people  en  route  to  Seattle.  We  hope 
that  those  interested  in  such  visiting  will  clear  through 
the  office  of  the  Friends  Bulletin.  * * * Judy  Smith 
(Box  13,  Llano,  Calif.)  distributes  a small  "Organic 
Gardening  Directory”  (10c)  which  is  in  its  first  edition. 
"Only  organically  grown  food  products  will  be  listed. 
This  signifies  culture  or  processing  without  chemical  fer- 
tilizers or  chemical  sprays,  bleaches,  agents,  etc.”  The 
listing  is  geographic,  by  states.  * * * General  Meeting 
in  Adelaide,  Australia  reported  the  presence  of  Andrew 
and  Hanna  Erskine,  who  gave  to  the  meetings  "a  world 
wide  atmosphere.”  * * * Dick  Thomas  (World  Student 
Service  Fund,  Y.M.C.A.,  715  S.  Hope  Street,  Los  Angeles 
14)  offers  information  for  work,  study  and  travel  abroad 
for  college  students  during  the  summer.  * * * A carefully 
prepared  and  developed  statement  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Chicago  conference  (reported  by  Winifred  Rawlins 
in  the  Friends  Bulletin  for  May)  was  made  to  it  by 
Ruth  Miller  Thompson  (1151  Paseo  del  Mar,  San 
Pedro,  Calif.)  A copy  of  this  is  available  through  this 
office  to  any  one  interested.  * * * Harry  Silcock 

(Friends  Llouse,  Euston  Road,  London,  N.W.i)  just  re- 
turned from  China  has  visited  Friends  along  the  coast 
most  helpfully.  He  brings  news  that  Dr.  Iwao  Frederick 
Ayusawa  will  spend  a part  of  June  on  the  west  coast.  Dr. 
Ayusawa  is  Executive  Director  of  Japan's  Central  Labor 
Relations  Board,  worker  with  L.A.R.A.,  a Friend  and 
pacifist  and  the  third  prominent  Japanese  permitted  to 
visit  the  LInited  States.  There  is  also  a possibility  that 
Esther  Rhoads  will  spend  a month  or  so  of  vacation  in 
the  United  States  in  late  summer  or  early  fall.  * * * 
Harold  Evans,  Clerk  of  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting, 
has  been  appointed  the  Municipal  Commissioner  for  Jer- 
usalem in  accordance  with  the  resolution  adopted  by  the 
General  Assembly  (5/6/48)  of  the  United  Nations.  The 
opportunity,  says  The  Friend  (Philadelphia),  is  one  more 
for  exerting  personal  influence  than  authority.  * * * The 
Presbyterian  Tribune  for  April,  1948  has  printed  an 
article  deserving  widespread  attention  entitled  "Scientists 
and  the  Supernatural”  written  by  Eubanks  Carsner. 
Copy  of  this  can  be  made  available  to  those  interested. 
* * * ' As  a result  of  the  commitment  of  several  people 
at  the  conference  in  Chicago,  Winifred  Rawlins  is  con- 
tinuing with  the  program  by  steering  the  formation  of 
a four  weeks  training  program  to  be  held  during  July 
at  the  Tuolumne  Farms  at  Modesto.  For  more  information 
write  her,  Peacemakers  Training  Camp,  Rte.  8,  Box  1089, 
Modesto,  Calif.  * * * A letter  from  Ken  and  Dotty 
Stevens  (Hanalie,  Kauai,  Hawaii)  reports:  "We  are 
living  near  the  beach  at  Hanalei  Bay  in  a rented  quonset 
and  really  love  it ! Ken  is  so  busy  as  Kauai  Boys’  4-H 
Agent  that  we  see  him  seldom  . . . Ken  enjoys  his  work 
with  Agricultural  Extension  and  looks  forward  to  more 
direct  work  with  the  farmers  next  year.  I keep  busy 
with  our  two  growing  children,  Chris  and  Pat  and  with 
numerous  neighbor  children  . . . who  are  without  mothers 
and  much  in  need  of  supervision  . . . We  hope  that 
someday  some  of  you  folks  will  find  yourselves  Hawaii- 
bound  !” 


The  Yearly  Meeting  Treasurer  needs  you! 

Friends  Bulletin 
714  W.  California 
Pasadena  2,  Calif. 

"at  least  a dollar”  . 
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PREPARATION  FOR  YEARLY  MEETING  — 
ARRANGEMENTS 

The  Committee  on  Arrangements  for  the  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting  in  Seattle  is  planning  hospitality 
for  all  those  who  will  attend  the  sessions,  August 
12-15.  In  order  to  make  definite  arrangements  and 
estimate  of  costs  they  need  some  advance  informa- 
tion as  to  present  plans  of  attenders,  even  though 
realizing  that  plans  so  far  ahead  are  very  subject 
to  change.  There  is  enclosed  with  your  Friends 
Bulletin  a form  which  you  are  urged  to  send 
in  to  the  Friends  Center  3959  15th  N.E.  Seattle 
5,  Washington.  All  inquiries  and  suggestions  con- 
cerning the  stay  in  Seattle  should  be  directed  there. 

The  questionnaire  asks  the  names  of  all  persons 
intending  to  come  to  Seattle  including  the  children. 
It  also  asks  the  expected  time  of  arrival  and  means 
of  transportation  so  that  visitors  can  be  met  and 
arranged  for.  Space  is  provided  to  encourage  all 
Friends  to  list  their  need  for  accomodations  such 
as  single  or  double  rooms,  nursery  care  for  their 
children,  special  interest  in  Seattle  people  or  places, 
physical  handicaps,  etc. 

As  soon  as  details  of  hospitality  are  definite  they 
will  be  reported  to  the  Friends  Bulletin  and  we 
hope  this  will  be  printed  complete  in  the  July 
issue.  There  will  be  no  charge  for  rooms  for  out- 
of-town  guests  and  breakfasts  will  be  provided  in 
most  cases.  Cost  of  lunch  and  dinner  will  be  kept 
as  low  as  possible.  BE  SURE  THAT  YOU  SEND 
IN  YOUR  INFORMATION. 


VANCOUVER,  BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

The  British  Columbia  and  Alberta  Quarterly  Meeting 
was  held  April  3 and  4 in  Vancouver,  B.C.  The  meeting 
for  Ministry  and  Oversight  reported  the  meetings  were 
strong  and  attendance  was  satisfactory.  This  was  followed 
by  a discussion  "How  to  make  Quaker  principles  more 
widely  known".  Friends  thought  we  have  something  the 
rest  of  the  world  wishes  to  have.  They  disapproved  of 
advertising  and  felt  the  most  effective  method  was  to 
live  according  to  your  principles,  as  did  the  early  Quakers. 

After  supper  Margaret  Muskett,  Clerk,  and  Martha 
Vallance,  Assistant  Clerk,  conducted  the  business  meet- 
ing. We  welcomed  Sara  Puilar,  Ethel  Miller,  Ben  Dar- 
ling (Seattle)  and  Lyra  Dann  (Corvallis,  Oregon). 

Martha  Vallance  reported  that  the  Victoria  Meeting 
sends  a C.A.R.E.  parcel  each  month  to  a school  teacher 
in  Germany,  and  that  a number  of  bundles  of  clothing 
have  been  sent  to  England  for  distribution  in  Europe. 
The  business  meeting  adjourned  and  the  new  Quarterly 
Meeting  was  discussed.  For  many  years  the  British  Colum- 
bia and  Alberta  Quarterly  Meeting  has  been  held  twice 
a year,  in  Vancouver  in  the  Spring  and  in  Victoria  in  the 
Fall.  The  Puget  Sound  Quarterly  Meeting  has  been 
regularly  held  in  Seattle.  Now  several  Meetings  around 
Seattle  have  joined  with  pastoral  Meetings  in  Oregon. 
It  was  felt  that  the  Vancouver  Meeting,  Victoria  Meet- 
ing and  the  Seattle  Meeting  should  join  to  form  a new 
Quarterly  Meeting  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  affiliated 
with  the  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting.  Ethel  Miller  (621 
Galler  Street,  Seattle  99,  Washington)  will  handle  cor- 
respondence for  the  proposed  Quarterly  Meeting. 

TUCSON 

Ferner  Nuhn  (Rte.  1,  Box  943A,  Tucson,  Arizona) 
has  been  named  Clerk  of  Tucson  Meeting  "for  the  coming 
year.  The  meeting  has  been  using  several  extra  copies 
of  the  May  issue  of  the  Friends  Bulletin. 


UNIVERSITY  FRIENDS  MEETING  (SEATTLE) 

Reports  from  the  meeting  for  business  4/9/48  in- 
cluded the  following  items:  Homer  and  Edna  Morris 
were  welcomed  guests.  . . . Friends  were  asked  to  assist 
in  the  traveling  expenses  of  Stephen  and  Alice  Thorne 
. . . Theodora  Crane  was  released  from  membership 
as  she  now  worships  with  the  Unitarians.  (Address,  49 
Briar  Cliff  Rd.,  Mountain  Lakes,  New  Jersey.)  . . . 
Henrietta  and  Ben  Darling  are  the  welcoming  com- 
mittee for  new  members,  Eleanor  and  Bronson  Clark. 
. . . Lewis  Grover  Scholl  has  been  recorded  as  an 
associate  member,  at  the  request  of  his  parents  Lois  and 
Emmett  Scholl  . . . Brief  report  was  given  of  the 

Quarterly  Meeting  held  4/3-4/48  in  Vancouver.  The 
Meeting  was  asked  to  consider  a proper  name  for  the 
Meeting  and  to  consider  the  date  for  holding  the  Meet- 
ing in  Seattle  in  July  . . . Par  Danforth  presented 
the  architect’s  preliminary  drawings  of  the  new  Meet- 
ing House.  . . . The  May  Meeting  for  business  will  con- 
sider nominees  for  office  for  the  new  year. 


BERKELEY 

Overseers  of  Berkeley  Meeting  are  holding  meetings 
at  the  Vine  Street  Meeting  House  for  explaining  the 
philosophy  of  Friends.  The  sessions  will  continue  as 
long  as  interested  friends  will  attend  . . . The  Legislative 
and  Social  Action  Committee  has  polled  the  draft  age 
members  of  the  meeting  so  that  the  whole  meeting  might 
be  aware  of  demands  which  may  be  made  of  the  meet- 
ing. The  committee  learned  that  there  are  twenty  (mem- 
bers and  non-members)  who  will  be  conscientious  objec- 
tors. Although  the  information  is  tentative  and  may 
change  with  the  linal  statement  of  the  law,  the  following 
figures  are  reported:  Probably  refuse  to  register — 2;  pos- 
sibly refuse  to  register — 4;  refuse  alternate  service — 5; 
accept  alternate  service — 10.  . . . Joe  Conard  and  Wil- 
liam James  telephoned  Senator  Taft  and  Representative 
John  Allen  respectively  to  urge  them  to  oppose  U.M.T. 
. . . Hannah  and  Andrew  Erskine  took  stamps  from 
John  Conard  to  a Friends'  school  in  Plobart  in  Tasmania. 
Letters  have  been  received  from  several  children  wishing 
American  correspondents.  Anyone  who  would  like  such 
correspondence  can  get  names  from  John  Conard,  1810 
Bonita,  Berkeley.  . . . Virginia  Heck  attended  with 
William  and  Anna  James  the  last  semi-annual  and 
first  quarterly  meeting  at  the  College  Park  Meeting  in 
San  Jose  ...  The  Columbia  Foundation  has  given  $10,000, 
to  which  an  additional  $2,000  has  been  raised,  for 
a private  agency  to  do  servicing  casework  in  San  Fran- 
cisco County  jails.  The  Service  Committee  will  be  rep- 
resented on  the  board.  Stephen  Thiermann  has  been 
greatly  responsible  in  the  formation  of  this  agency. 


MEMBERSHIP -(Continued) 

Friends  have  found  release  and  encouragement  in 
the  recognition  that  to  many  of  these  questions  we 
have  no  credal  "right”  answers,  but  that  the  true 
importance  of  the  question  is  the  searching  it  re- 
quires as  we  try  to  determine  that  basis  of  com- 
patibility on  which  a group  life  can  be  creatively 
built.  Such  an  attitude  makes  these  occasions  when 
fully  understood  by  the  applicant  and  visiting  Over- 
seer a time  of  rich  enjoyment  and  discovery.  Our 
religious  quest  is  profoundly  a common  one  and 
Friends  welcome  those  opportunities  which  are  ev  i- 
dence of  our  common  quest.  Applying  lor  member- 
ship in  meeting  is  peculiarly  such  an  opportunity. 

* 4 * 

This  material  was  compiled  and  organized  for  the 
Overseers  Committee  by  Marguerite  B.  Wi  lls. 
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ORANGE  GROVE  FAMILY  OUTING 

Several  have  inquired  concerning  the  camping  trip 
made  by  Orange  Grove  Families  after  Yearly  Meeting 
last  summer.  We  have  asked  Edith  Sperry  to  write 
the  following  report. 

A good  deal  of  planning  went  into  making  the 
arrangements  for  the  outing  Orange  Grove  Meet- 
ing took  at  Tuolumne  Meadows  just  after  the 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  last  summer,  but  very  little 
of  it  was  on  an  over-all  basis.  The  idea  began 
with  a few  families,  then  more  decided  it  would 
be  fun  to  go  and  a fine  experience  for  the  children. 
Finally,  it  was  generally  announced  that  a number 
of  Meeting  families  were  going,  and  arrangements 
for  transportation  to  Palo  Alto  took  into  con- 
sideration whether  or  not  one  were  planning  also 
to  go  to  Tuolumne.  The  details  of  camping  were 
planned  on  a family  or  individual  basis  or  by  a 
couple  of  families  who  might  plan  to  cook  together. 

Expeditions  and  jaunts  were  usually  arranged  on 
the  spur  of  the  moment.  The  first  day  the  whole 
group  of  nearly  40 — about  half  of  whom  were 
children  and  included  babe-in-arms,  Martha  Wells 
— went  for  a picnic.  The  site  could  be  reached 
over  a rough  path  or  by  boat.  Quite  small  children 
made  it  successfully  by  the  path,  but  the  boat  made 
it  possible  for  even  the  tiniest  and  those  caring  for 
them  to  arrive  safely.  After  lunch  there  were 
mountains,  and  even  a glacier  for  the  adventurous 
with  a pleasant,  flowery  meadow,  a lake  and  boat 
for  the  less  energetic. 

A campfire,  arranged  by  Winifred  Way  as  a 
birthday  celebration,  served  as  a very  appropriate 
finale.  There  were  marshmallows,  story-telling  and 
singing.  As  we  sat  united  around  the  glowing  logs, 
with  brilliant  stars  gleaming  through  the  pine  trees 
around  us,  we  felt  it  a fitting  ending  to  a very  happy 
few  days — days  in  which  we  had  found  in  the 
grandeur  of  the  high-country  scenery  the  oppor- 
tunity of  growing  to  know  more  closely,  and  in  a 
new  way,  many  of  the  members  of  our  Meeting 
family. 

Births: 

Jennifer,  4/14/48,  to  Eleanor  and  Bronson  Clark, 
Seattle. 

Howard  Allan,  5/5/48,  to  Rosamond  and  Joseph 
Leuty,  426  N.  Western  Avenue,  Whittier. 

Kip  Kendall,  4/5/48,  to  Peg  and  John  McBane, 
Arcadia. 

Donald,  5/18/48,  to  Mary  and  George  Pollard, 
Temple  City. 

Janet,  5/19/48,  to  Gladys  and  Bob  Gray,  485  N. 
Raymond,  Pasadena. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  FRIENDS  BULLETIN 

Dolores  and  Tom  Johnson  (College  Cevenol,  Le 
Chambon-sur-Lignon,  Haute-Loire,  France)  have  written 
to  Orange  Grove  Meeting  a letter  of  interest  to  many. 
"The  week  before  last  Douglas  Steere  visited-  Chambon 
for  a couple  of  days.  He  dropped  in  on  a discussion  Tom 
was  having  with  one  of  the  older  classes  on  the  situation 
of  minorities  in  the  U.S.  After  Tom  had  aroused  the 
righteous  indignation  of  the  French  students,  Douglas 
Steere  quietly  added  that  the  minority  situation  was  not 
all  that  it  should  be  in  the  French  colonies.  His  quiet 
comment  produced  a good  deal  of  thinking  and  dis- 
cussion among  the  students. 

"Douglas  also  had  a very  interesting  discussion  with 
the  faculty  about  education  in  France  and  in  the  U.S. 
He  brought  out  the  fact  that  European  education  seemed 
to  produce  an  intellectual  class  which  disdained  working 
with  their  hands  while  in  the  U.S.  a good  percentage  of 

students  have  to  work  their  way  through  school.  He 

praised  the  college  because  it  was  teaching  its  students 
not  to  be  afraid  of  manual  labor  by  giving  them  the 
opportunity  to  help  build  the  school  in  the  summer 
work  camps. 

"In  Geneva  we  met  Algie  and  Eva  Newlin  in  the 

Friends  Center  ...  In  the  course  of  the  conversation  we 
discovered  that  our  old  friends  from  Mexico,  the  Herbeto 
Sein  family,  were  spending  two  years  in  Switzerland 
working  as  interpreter  for  the  International  Tabor  Office 
. . . In  Paris  we  had  the  chance  to  sit  in  on  a staff 

meeting  at  the  Friends  Center.  There  we  saw  Micheline 
Salmon  again  and  Bill  Huntington,.  Sam  Fegg,  Ogden 
Hannaford  (all  ex-CPS  men).  Tom  said  the  staff  meet- 
ing was  very  much  like  the  AFSC  meeting  in  Pasadena.  . .” 


Beth  Prideaux  (Rte.  1,  Box  66,  Scio  Oregon)  has 
just  written:  "In  past  issues  of  the  Friends  Bulletin 
I have  sensed  a troublement  over  the  conflict  between 
the  ideals  of  non-violence,  pacifism  and  the  pull  of  home 
life.  Sometimes  I wonder  if  the  conflict  is  not  rather 
between  the  intellectualism  of  the  mind  and  the  wisdom 
of  the  heart.  Opposing  war  has  become  a steady  current 
— a movement — perhaps,  more  than  we  realize.  And 
this  is  good.  Yet  it  is  very  hard  to  resist  being  pulled 
along  with  the  tide  and  thus  losing  one's  freedom  of 
spiritual  growth.  My  own  feeling  is  that  deep  within 
myself  I know  what  my  purpose  is  and  it  includes  adding 
my  support  to  a steadfast,  bedrock  environment  of  aware- 
ness and  understanding  in  which  John,  the  kids,  our 
families,  friends  and  the  community  move  around  us. 
Just  to  be — that  seems  to  be  the  main  thing.  Personally 
I feel  no  urge  to  "take  a stand".  I want  to  live  my  con- 
victions. If  some  "worldly  power"  should  try  to  swerve 
me  from  this  path — then ! no  hesitation,  no  uncertainty. 
I don't  believe  that  years  in  prison  under  such  circum- 
stances would  leave  me  bitter  and  unjointed  of  soul. 

"It  is  quite  unlikely  that  we  can  get  to  Yearly  Meet- 
ing. But  since  we  are  on  the  way  to  Seattle  . . . we 
would  be  very  appreciative  if  some  family  would  care 
to  stop  . . . We  live  out  in  the  country  in  a big  farm- 
house ...  I enclose  some  of  the  green  stuff,  but  to 
make  it  really  seem  like  a bit  of  spring  from  Oregon,  I 
should  enclose  also  a gallon  of  water!" 
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